
+

4.4 The Decline of the 
Roman Republic 
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From Pompey to Caesar 

n Three men, Pompey the 
Great, Crassus, and 
Julius Caesar came to 
power  

n All military 
adventurers who cared 
little about the 
Republican 
Constitution 
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From Pompey to Caesar 

n According to their own 
private arrangement, 
they split the 
government of Rome 
amongst themselves in 
60 BCE and formed the 
First Triumvirate 
(rule of three men) 
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From Pompey to Caesar 

n Pompey- vanquished Pirates 
from the Mediterranean 

n Caesar set out to subjugate 
his enemies in Northern Italy 

n Crassus fought the slave 
rebellion led by Spartacus in 
71 BCE 

n Crassus then went to fight the 
Parthians in Persia 





+
From Pompey to Caesar 

n Crassus was killed in 
Persia in 53 BCE 

n Pompey then turned on 
Caesar and agreed 
with the Senate that 
Caesar disband his 
army 
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From Pompey to Caesar 

n Caesar knew disbanding 
his army would leave him 
defenceless 

n He committed an illegal 
act in 49 BCE by crossing 
the stream known as the 
Rubicon with his army 
and therefore entered 
Italian territory 





+
From Pompey to Caesar 

n Pompey came to the 
Aid of the Senate and 
battled Caesar’s army 

n Pompey was beaten on 
all fronts and was 
forced to retreat to 
Alexandria 
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From Pompey to Caesar 

n Pompey was decapitated 
after his army 
abandoned him 

n  In 46 BCE Caesar then 
appointed himself 
dictator for 10 years 

n 45 BCE he then 
appointed himself to life 
as the dictator  
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From Pompey to Caesar 

n In that same year, 
Caesar became the 
Pontifex Maximus 
(chief priest) and 
assumed all decision 
making 

 




















